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Landscape Character - Lorn
Landscape Character Assessment

Lorn and the Inner Isles

Assessment under broad Landscape Character Areas of Central Argyll, 

Central Argyll Landscape Character Area covers the area between Loch 

north and Knapdale, to the south.  Upland moor is the main vegetation 
cover, but extensive conifer plantations create large-scale mosaics on 
the largely inaccessible upland plateaux.  The wild and natural character 
extends down to rocky cliffs and indented coastlines, which include 

the glens.

scree slopes and u-shaped valleys.

Benderloch Landscape Character Areas lies to the west of the lower 

island of Lismore.  A strong landform pattern is clearly evident along the 
coast where islands follow long, narrow, ridge arrangements, particularly 
evident in the north and west.  An area of peaty moss lies to the south, at 
the mouth of Loch Etive, whilst a craggier upland landscape with a more 
amorphous character occurs to the north of the Strath of Appin.

Assessment document divides the area into 25 Landscape Character 

and sensitivities relevant to each landscape type and outlines detailed 
aims, guidance notes and suggestions on how to conserve or enhance 
the landscape through appropriate sensitive land use, management or 
development.  

There are seven LCT’s covering Lorn and the Inner Isles:

In order to set the context for the Rural Opportunity Areas (ROA), a 
summary of the key characteristics of the relevant LCT’s will be set out, 
including any appropriate landscape guidelines.  A more description of 
local landscape characteristics for each individual ROA will follow.

This information will enable an assessment to be made of the Quality, 

degree (or magnitude) of change and therefore the capacity of each ROA 

as well as being adverse and this distinction will be noted as part of this 
study.

High Tops LCT
The key characteristics of this landscape character type, relevant to the 
study,  are:

gullies;

distinctive features;

The main landscape issues that need to be considered, with regards to 
the proposed type of development, within this landscape type are:

mountain landscape – development should be strictly controlled;
-

eas and the conversion of derelict  buildings should only be permit-

vegetation to integrate associated infrastructure elements;

public to experience the landscape.  Key views should therefore not 
be marred by development.

Mountain Glens LCT
The key characteristics of this landscape character type, relevant to the 
study,  are:

of slope at valley sides;

rectangular pastures drained by straight ditches;

slopes;

The main landscape issues that need to be considered, with regards to 
the proposed type of development, within this landscape type are:

-
structure and development;

remnant water meadows are important visual foci and should be 
conserved;

woodlands and wetlands should be discouraged;

development should be strictly controlled;

parkland landscapes;

views along the valley.

Craggy Upland LCT
The key characteristics of this landscape character type, relevant to the 
study,  are:

hollows;

knolls on lower slopes; and

The main landscape issues that need to be considered, with regards to 
the proposed type of development, within this landscape type are:

along coastlines;

woodland or incorporate new broadleaf planting to ensure 
development is integrated sensitively into the landscape;
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horseshoe-shaped bays;

of marginal pastures;

a more open character;

development elsewhere.

The main landscape issues that need to be considered, with regards to 
the proposed type of development, within this landscape type are:




