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SETTLEMENTS

Settlement along the north shore is focussed around Bonawe, with Airds Bay and Taynuilt situated along the
south shore. Scattered housing outside of these areas is also present, mostly on the north side of the loch.

CURRENT USES
Refer to policy zone D map for locations of current activities.

Aquaculture

A large number of aquaculture sites are present in this policy zone, see table below for details. On shore
developments include shore base and depuration facilities at Achnacloich (Muckairn Mussels) and Taynuilt Pier
(Celtic Sea), and a small shore base at Ardchattan, utilised by Dawnfresh Farming Ltd.

Current Aquaculture Sites

Location/Site Species | Consented Equipment Maximum | Operator Shore-base Development
Name Biomass Location Status
Rubh
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Fishing
Creeling activities occur in the central part of the loch, extending from north of Muckairn to Airds Bay.

Recreation

Angling

Airds Bay is a popular shore angling mark, and shore angling is also
common on the north side of the loch at points accessible from the North
Connel — Bonawe Road. Taynuilt Pier is also frequently used. Taynuilt
and Airds Bay are important sites for launching sea angling vessels that
use other areas of the loch.

Sailing

Dinghy sailing and motorised water sports occur in the area of Ardchattan,
with general yacht sailing and boating north east of Rubha nan Carn and
in Airds Bay. There are a number of private moorings throughout this
policy zone, with the highest concentration just east of Bonawe. In
addition, there are 40 association moorings in Airds Bay.

Kayaking
Sea kayaking occurs throughout this zone either passing through the area

or having launched from Achnacloich or Airds Bay.

Charter Boats
The ‘Laura Dawn’ operates half day angling trips from Airds Bay. The MV
Claudia or hav
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Infrastructure and Discharges

There are a number of piers, jetties and slipways spread throughout this policy zone, all of which are privately
owned. Commercial, private and association moorings are also present multiple locations, with the greatest
concentration in Airds Bay.

Two subsea power cables are present at Eilean Duirinnis, and within the River Etive. An out of service
submarine telecommunications cables runs between Taynuilt and Bonawe.

Private and public waste water treatment discharge points are present at Airds Bay, Bonawe, Eilean Duirinnis
and Taynuilt.

DESIGNATIONS
Refer to policy zone D map for areas covered.

Argyll & Bute Development Plan (Structure and Local Plan) Designations

The coastline of Rubha a’ Chairn Bhig to Airds Bay (Eilean Duirinnis) is classified as Sensitive Countryside.
The land stretching just north of the coastline (Ardachy to Blarcreen) and south east of Rubha a’ Chairn Bhig
are Rural Opportunity Area’s.

Airds Bay (Bonawe & Taynuilt) is classified as Countryside around Settlement.
The coastal hinterland is part of the North West Loch Etive Coast Area of Panoramic Quality.

Other Designations
Airds Park and the area directly north and south east of Inveresragan is part of the Loch Etive Woods
Special Area of Conservation (SAC), designated for its broad-leaved, western acidic Oak woodland, mixed
and Yew woodland.
Airds Park and Coille Nathais, Kennacraig and Esragan Burn, and Glen Nant are Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI), notified for their biological interest.
Glen Nant is also designated as a National Nature Reserve.
Ardchattan Priory and Achnacloich Garden are listed in the inventory of Historic Gardens and Designed
Landscapes.
The ‘Loch Etive Coastal Strip’ Shellfish Growing Water commences from Achnacree Bay and extends to the
upper loch.

BIODIVERSITY

The mouth of the River Awe is known to be an important migratory river
for Sea Trout and Atlantic Salmon. The catchment of the River Awe is
arguably the most valuable fishery on the West coast of Scotland, and as
a consequence the fishery and catchment area management is extremely
important.

Bonawe Furnace and Blarcreen are sensitive breeding sites in autumn
and winter for Greylag Geese. Sand Martins are common north of
Inveresragan. Osprey can be sighted along the Ardchattan coast.

Airds Bay and the coastline from Muckairn to Airds Point are an important
area for waders, Eider Duck, Oyster Catcher, Osprey, Mute Swan,
Common and Arctic Tern, Common Gull, Black-headed Gull, and Grey
Heron. Tern populations vary annually with an uncertain trend, however
overall numbers appear to be increasing. Mink control is likely to have
assisted in increasing numbers.

Harbour Seal and European Otter can be sighted along the Muckairn to

. . . . Mouth of the River Awe
Airds Point coastline and seals occasionally haul-out on the south and Image courtesy of Argyll and Bute

south western tip of Eilean Duirinnis. elllyfel]
Significant stands of saltmarsh at Brochroy and Blarcreen are an
important habitat for wading birds.

HISTORICAL FEATURES

Coastal and marine historic features identified within and adjacent to this policy zone are:

Dun Chathach, dun 630 m East of Auchnacloich Railway Station - a scheduled ancient monument.
Ardchattan House - category B listed building.

Ardchattan Priory, priory, burial ground and cross slab - a scheduled ancient monument.
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Baile Mhaodain, church - a scheduled ancient monument.

Ardchattan Manse - category C(S) listed building.

Old Ardchattan Kirk (Kilmodan) Baile Mhaodan - category C(S) listed building.

Dun Mor, dun, Inverawe - a scheduled ancient monument.

Bonawe, Iron Furnace - a scheduled ancient monument comprises the extensive and well preserved
remains of the Bonawe Iron Works. Also encompassing 11 Listed Buildings, the scheduled area is in four
distinct parts including: Kelly's Pier, the furnace area and lade.

Taynuilt Inn, Taynuilt - category B listed building.

Muckairn Kirk, Taynuilt - category B listed building.

Taynuilt, Old Parish Church of Muckairn, tombstones and burial ground - a scheduled ancient monument.
Nelson Monument, Taynuilt - category B listed building.

Nelson Monument, inscribed stone, Taynuilt - a scheduled ancient monument.

Muckairn Manse Taynuilt - category B listed building.

Taynuilt, standing stone - a scheduled ancient monument.

Bonawe Iron Furnace -
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POLICY ZONE D MAP + Current Uses & Activities
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OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS FOR FUTURE USE AND DEVELOPMENT

Opportunities®

The ‘Loch Etive Coastal Strip’ Shellfish Growing Water extends throughout the length of the

policy zone and coastal water quality should be maintained at an appropriate standard for
shellfish growing or ranching.

Scope for increased use of this policy zone for water-based recreation, particularly when
weather limits access to open sea (kayaking, leisure boating, sailing, sea angling).

Improve view from road and passing places to shore through management of Japanese
Knotweed stands along the north shore of this policy zone.
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Constraints
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POLICY GUIDANCE?

Where the following policy guidance indicates general support or a presumption in favour of
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CONSULTATION FOR DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Prospective developers (during pre-application scoping) and Council planning officers (during assessment of
applications) are encouraged to consult with the following individuals and organisations in addition to the normal
statutory consultees. A list of statutory consultees for different development consents and licences is listed in
Appendix VII. Contact details for statutory and non-statutory consultees are provided in Appendix VIII.
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