
98 

 

POLICY ZONE B:   NORTH CONNEL TO ACHNACREE BAY (CONNEL NARROWS) 
 

LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS 

This zone has a diverse range of adjacent coastal vegetation, including small cultivated fields and woodlands. A 
well developed hinterland contrasts with the simple uncluttered water surface and largely undeveloped shoreline. 
Settlement is broadly linear and parallel with the coast throughout the policy zone.
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CURRENT USES 

Refer to policy zone B map for locations of current activities. 

Recreation 

Kayaking 
The falls of Lora at the Connel narrows 
are considered to be of international 
importance as a site for challenging 
paddling conditions for both sea and white 
water paddlers

1
, where 8 knot currents 

and white water features on salt water are 
directly accessible by road.  
 
Angling 
Shore angling is popular on either side of 
the Falls of Lora, directly under the 
Connel Bridge and the shoreline below 
the airport at North Connel is a popular 
shore fishing mark. 
 

Sailing  
Sailing is a common occurrence in this policy zone, with a significant numbers of vessels based at moorings in 
Camas Bruaidh Ruaidhe, and at both Connel and North Connel. Vessels also transit the policy zone to access 
the inner Loch.  
 

Diving  
There are three scenic dives and one wreck site in this policy zone: 
Rubha Riabhach; Falls of Lora; Dunfuinary Point and the Earl of Carrack 
(wreck of the Puffer). Access to Rubha Riabhach and the Earl of Carrack 
can be from the privately owned slip at Fishermen’s Wharf (Camas 
Bruaich Ruaidhe), although permission is required. Access to the Falls of 
Lora can be made from the shore at the car park opposite the Oyster Inn. 
Access to Dunfuinary Point with prior permission, can be made from the 
steps next to the private house at Dunfuinary.  
 
Coastal Paths  
A number of proposed core paths intersect at Connel. These routes 
include ‘Oban to Connel via Glen Cruitten’, ‘Oban to Fort William (National 
Cycle Network) and ‘Black Lochs, Kilvaree, Connel’.  Part of the Oban to 
Appin route can link up with the coastal path location at Black Crofts. 
 
Commercial Shipping 

http://www.fallsoflora.info/
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POLICY ZONE B MAP – Current Uses & Activities 
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POLICY ZONE B MAP – Designations 
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POLICY ZONE B MAP – Biodiversity Interests & Historic Features 
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OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS FOR FUTURE USE AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
Opportunities

2
 

Future Use 

Access/Coastal 
Infrastructure 
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Development 

Landscape Narrow stretch of limited water surface could become quickly dominated by structures.  
Setting of the Falls of Lora, a dramatic and variable water features, occupies an extensive 
stretch of this strait.  Views along the straits in both directions focus on the Falls of Lora, the 
Connel Bridge and their setting: development on the water may detract from this. 

The water in this policy zone is overlooked by housing and elevated views from the bridge. 

Navigation To avoid navigational issues, marine development would need to be located away from 
recognised anchorages and moorings at Camas Bruaich Ruaidhe, Connel and North 
Connel, and from the narrow channel used for boat passage under the bridge, towards the 
south shore.  

Hydrography Much of the policy zone is too shallow and tidal flows too strong for aquaculture 
development. 

Most of the area of tidal resource is too shallow for commercial scale tidal turbines.  The 
seabed is not uniform and tidal flow experiences significant turbulence which is not 
favourable for tidal energy development. 

Ecology Restriction of water flow from tidal energy development at the Falls of Lora has the potential 
to affect tide swept marine communities, migration of wild salmonids and the ecology of the 
loch, as a result of restriction of water flow, and seawater influence with consequent 
changes in salinity. 

Recreational 
Use 

The Falls of Lora, either side of Connel Bridge is heavily used by sea kayaks and marine 
development in this area could adversely affect recreational use of this area. 

Water Quality A number of private sewage outfalls from the settlements of Connel and North Connel, and 
occasional discharges from Scottish Water emergency overflows may cumulatively affect 
water quality within this policy zone. Any effluent however is likely to be well dispersed. 

 
POLICY GUIDANCE3 
 
Where the following policy guidance indicates a presumption in favour of development, this will be 
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