
mailto:electons@argyll-bute.gov.uk
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/elections
mailto:elections@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:elections@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:elections@argyll-bute.gov.uk




 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Argyll and Bute Council 
 



 2 

IMPORTANT 
 
• You must return completed nomination forms and related 

papers between 10.00am and 4.00pm on any week day 
between Wednesday 20 September and Monday 2 October 
2023. 
 

• It is very important that you keep to these dates. The Returning 
Officer, is by law, unable to accept any form after this date. 
 

• You must return the forms to The Returning Officer, Kilmory 
Headquarters, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RT. 
 

 
CHECKLIST OF ITEMS TO BE LODGED 
 
The items which must be lodged by no later than 4.00pm on Monday 
2 October 2023 are: 
 
• Nomination Form (by hand) * 
• Appointment of Election Agent * 
• Home Address Form* 
• Certificate of Authorisation from Registered Nominating Officer 

*+ 
• Request for inclusion of Party emblem on ballot papers *+ 
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THE ELECTION TEAM 
 
The Chief Executive of Argyll and Bute Council is the Returning Officer, 
responsible for the conduct of the poll and the counting of votes afterwards. A 
team organises and administers the election. 
 
Returning Officer 
 
Pippa Milne 
Chief Executive 
Argyll and Bute Council 
Kilmory Headquarters 
Lochgilphead 
Argyll PA31 8RT 
 
Day to day enquiries are dealt with by: 
 
David Logan     Sandra Campbell – Melissa Stewart Shirley MacLeod 
Depute Returning Officer   Election Administrator   Committee Manager 
Elections Office    Elections Office    Elections Office 
Kilmory Headquarters    Kilmory Headquarters   Kilmory Headquarters 
Lochgilphead     Lochgilphead     Lochgilphead 
PA31 8RT     PA31 8RT     PA31 8RT 
 
01546 604322     01546 603264    01546 603264 
Mob 07979 306766   melissa.stewart@argyll-bute.gov.uk  
David.Logan@argyll-bute.gov.uk      Sandra.campbell@argyll-bute.gov.uk  Shirley.macleod@argyll-bute.gov.uk  
 
Election enquiries to  
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ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
 

DATE OF ELECTION – 2 NOVEMBER 2023 
 

NOTES FOR PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATES 
 
The following notes are for the guidance of prospective candidates.  More election 
information is available at the Argyll and Bute elections website www.argyll-
bute.gov.uk/elections  
 
1. Poll 

 
 A copy of the notice of election is enclosed. In the event of a contest, polling will take 

place on Thursday 2 November 2023.  The hours of poll will be 7.00 am to 10.00 pm. 
 

2. Nomination Paper 
 

 Nomination papers completed and subscribed in accordance with the provisions of the 
Scottish Local Government Elections Order 2011 must be delivered by hand by the 
candidate, by his/her election agent or someone you trust, to the Returning Officer, at 
Kilmory Headquarters, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RT on any working day between 
the hours of 10.00 am and 4.00 pm beginning on Wednesday 20 September and ending 
at 4.00 pm on Monday 2 October 2023. 
 

 The nomination papers must state the candidate’s – 
 

a) name in full, with the surname placed first 
 
b) home address in full; and 

 
c) description, (if desired) 

 
 Where a candidate commonly uses a name which is different from any other name the 

candidate has, the commonly used name may also appear on the nomination paper, but 
if it does so, the commonly used name (instead of any other name) will appear on the 
ballot paper. So if you are named Elizabeth but you are commonly called Liz, and you 
want Liz (and not Elizabeth) to appear on the ballot paper then you must include Liz in 
the commonly used forenames box on the Nomination Paper. If you want Elizabeth to 
appear on the ballot paper leave the commonly used forenames box blank. 
 
However, the ballot paper will show the proper name if the returning officer thinks – 
 

a) that the use of the commonly used name may be likely to mislead or confuse 
electors; or 

b) that the commonly used name is obscene or offensive. 
 
The nomination paper must be completed to show the basis on which the candidate is 
qualified  - because his/her name is included in the register of electors for the Council 
area; or because he/she has occupied land as owner or tenant, had his/her principal or 
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only place of work in, or resided in the Council area. Care should be taken when 
completing the qualification declaration to ensure that the correct qualification is used. 
This is normally, but it is not always and need not be, the first (ie that the candidate is a 
local government elector), in which case the address given in the qualification must be 
exactly as that shown in the current register of electors and so too must the electoral 
number of the candidate. The electoral number consists of the polling district letters and 
number(s) as shown in the relevant section of the Register of Electors and the elector’s 
own number in that section e.g. AA12/123. 
 
The candidate must sign the nomination form. This must be witnessed by one witness; 
the witness signing and giving his/her name and address. 
 
It is essential that the nomination paper should be completed fully and accurately. 
Incomplete or inaccurate papers may be rejected. The nomination paper is in the 
nomination pack available from the Returning Officer, or downloadable from the website. 
 

3. Candidate 
 

 The candidate must have attained the age of 18 at the day of nomination and must be a 
British or other Commonwealth citizen or citizen of the Republic of Ireland or a citizen of 
another Member State of the European Community and not subject to any legal capacity 
and (in terms of Section 29 of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973) –  
 

a) is, on the day he/she is nominated, a local government elector for the area of the 
authority; or 

b) has, during the whole of the 12 months preceding the day on which he/she is 
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“Independent” or gives no description whatsoever. 
 

 For convenience a form is enclosed which may be used by the person certifying the 
candidate’s description. 
 

7. Emblems 
 

 If a candidate who is the subject of a party’s authorisation under Rule 4 so requests, then 
the ballot paper will contain, against the candidate’s particulars, the party’s registered 
emblem (or one of the party’s registered emblems).  The request must be made by the 
candidate, must be made in writing to the Returning Officer, must accurately identify 
the emblem, and must be received 
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12. Absent Voting 
 

 All applications to vote by post or for changes to an existing proxy and other applications 
and notices about postal and proxy voting must, if they are to be effective for this 
election, reach the Electoral Registration Officer, Kilbrannan House, Bolgam Street, 
Campbeltown, PA28 6HZ (Telephone 01586 555300 for more information) by 5.00 pm on 
Wednesday 18 October 2023.  Applications to cancel or alter existing proxy votes must 
reach the ERO by 5.00pm on Wednesday 25 October 2023. 
  

 New applications to vote by proxy (not postal proxy) must be with the ERO by 5.0(ow)11.poxy)
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 Expenses Limit 

 
 The expenses limit at this election for a candidate in this ward is £806 + 7p for every 

entry in the Register of Electors to be used at the Election as it has effect on the last day 
for publication of the Notice of Election. Election expenses are not reimbursable by the 
Returning Officer. 
 

 At local government elections candidates can be considered to be joint candidates for the 
purposes of election spending limits. The maximum limit is reduced in the case of joint 
candidates. Where there are two joint candidates the limit for each is reduced by one 
quarter. Where there are three or more joint candidates the limit for each is reduced by 
one third. 
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 1 South Kintyre 1 
 
Pippa Milne 
Returning Officer 
 
Kilmory 
Lochgilphead 
PA31 8RT 
 
NOTE 
These notes have been compiled for the assistance of prospective candidates.  They are 
not to be taken as a definitive statement of the law and the Returning Officer accepts no  







Printed and published by the Returning Officer, Kilmory Headquarters, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RT 

5. Applications to vote by emergency proxy at this election ie, made after the 25 October 2023 
deadline on the grounds of; disability suffered after that deadline (or, for applicants who 
suffered a disability before the deadline, their disability meant that they could not reasonably 
have made an application in time), work/service reasons, following Scottish Government 
advice or being detained in a hospital under the civil sections of the Mental Health (Care and 
Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 or for Scottish prisoners serving a sentence of 12 months or 
less, must reach the Electoral Registration Officer at the address above by 5pm on Thursday 
2 November 2023. To apply on the grounds of work/service, the person must have become 
aware that they cannot go to the polling station in person after 5pm on Wednesday 1 
November 2023. 

 
6. For advice on postal or proxy voting, contact the Electoral Registration Office 0800 980 0470. 

Website: www.dab-vjb.gov.uk: E-Mail: ero-abc@dab-vjb.gov.uk 
 
 
Pippa Milne       Tel: 01546 605522 
Returning Officer      E-Mail: elections@argyll-bute.gov.uk  
Kilmory Headquarters     Web: www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/elections 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RT 
 
 
Dated:  19 September 2023   
 
 
      





  

 
 
 
 
This checklist is designed to assist candidates standing in a council election in Scotland in preparing 
to submit their nomination, and should be read alongside the Electoral Commission's Guidance for 
candidates and agents. 

Task Tick 
Nomination form (all candidates)  
If not pre-printed, add the name of the electoral ward and day and date of the 
election you are standing in 

 

Add your full name – surname in the first box and all other names in the 
second 

 







  

and 
/ or 

*d. I have during the whole of the 12 months preceding my nomination resided in the area 
named above.  
 
 

 
*Delete qualifications that are not applicable 
I declare that  
 
a. I am not disqualified from being nominated as a candidate for election as a local government 

councillor by reason of any of the disqualifications in Section 31 of the Local Government 
(Scotland) Act 1973, a copy of which is printed overleaf; 

b. I am not disqualified for election by reason of holding a politically restricted post in terms of 



  

Notes 
 
1. The attention of candidates and local government electors is drawn to the rules for 

completing nomination papers and other provisions relating to the nominations 
contained in the local government election rules contained in Schedule 1 to the 
Scottish Local Government Elections Order 2011. 

 
2. Where a candidate is commonly known by some title they may be described by 

their title as if it were their surname. 
 
3. If a candidate’s nomination form gives a commonly used surname or forename in 

addition to or instead of another name the nomination form may state the 
commonly used forename or surname in addition to or instead of the other name. 

 
4. But in terms of rule 14(7) and (8) the ballot paper will not show the other name if 

the Returning Officer thinks:  
 
 (a) that the use of the commonly used name may be likely to mislead or confuse 

electors; or  
 (b) that the commonly used name is obscene or offensive. 
 
5. A person’s electoral number consists of the distinctive letter or letters (or number 

or numbers) of the polling district in which the candidate is registered together 
with the number in the register to be used at the election, except that before 
publication of the register the distinctive letter or letters (or number or numbers) of 
the polling district in which the candidate is entitled to be registered together with 
the number (if any) in the electors lists for that register shall be used instead. 

 
6. Description (if any) and commonly used surname / forename (if any) must be read 

in terms of rule 4 of the election rules. See the Electoral Commission’s Guidance 
for candidates and agents for full details. 

 
 



  

Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973: Disqualifications  
 
31 – Disqualifications for nomination, election and holding office as member of local 
authority 
(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3) below, a person shall be disqualified for being nominated as 
a candidate for elections as, or for being elected, or for being a member of a local authority if –    





  

Ethical Standards in Public Life etc. (Scotland) Act 2000: Enforcement 
 
19 – Action on finding of contravention 
(1) 





  

 
 

You must complete Part 1 and Part 2. Only sign Part 2 if you wish for your home address to be made 
public. 

Part 1:  

Full name of candidate  

Home address (in full) 
 

Qualifying address: Add your qualifying address, or qualifying addresses (in full) to each of the 
relevant qualifications below (you can complete more than one qualification).  

Qualifcations that apply (tick those which apply) Address 
(a) I am registered as a local government 
elector for the area of local government 
named above  

 
 

(b) I have during the whole of the 
preceding 12 months occupied as owner 
or tenant land or other premises in the 
local government area named above 

 

 

(c) my principal or only place of work 
during the preceding 12 months has 
been in the local government area 
named above 

 

 

(d) I have during the whole of the 
preceding 12 months resided in the local 
government area named above 

 
 

Witness details 
Full name of the person who will witness the 
candidate’s consent to nomination form   

 

Full home address of the person who will witness 
the candidate’s consent to nomination form  

 

Home address 

 

 





  

 
 

To accompany the nomination of a candidate standing on behalf of a registered political 
party. Candidates standing on behalf of two or more parties require a certificate from each 
party and each must allow the registered joint description to be used. 
 
This certificate must be authorised Te1ND3thD 3 >>BDC  



  

 

 
This form is for a candidate of a political party who has been given a certificate of authorisation 
and 



  

 
 

 

Council: Argyll and Bute Date of election: 2 November 2023 

Ward: South Kintyre 

 
Candidate’s notification of their election agent 

I, (Candidate’s name in full): 
 

Hereby declare that the name and address of my election agent is 

Agent’s name: 
 

Agent’s address (in full): 
 

The office address of my election agent to which all claims, notices, legal process and other 
documents may be sent is: 

Agent’s office address 
in full: 

 

Candidate’s signature  
(or of a person authorised to 
act on behalf of candidate): 

 

Date:  

Confirmation of acceptance by election agent 

I [agent named above] confirm my acceptance as the election agent for the above named candidate. 
I understand that I must carry out my duties according to law. I understand that there are penalties if I 
fail to fulfil my duties according to law. 

Agent’s signature:  

Date:  
 

Agent’s other details in case of query (Optional – will not be published) 

Home telephone:  Work telephone:  

Mobile telephone:  

Email address:  

This form must be delivered to the Returning Officer by no later than 4pm on the last day for delivery of 
nomination papers. 

5 Council election Notification of election agent 

O
ffi

ce
 

 U
se

 
 o

nl
y 

Date received Time received Initials No. 
    

 



Please return completed form to: 
   
Electoral Registration Officer,  
Kilbrannan House, Bolgam Street,  
CAMPBELTOWN PA28 6HZ           

           Phone: 01586 55 5303       Fax: 01586 55 2883 
      Email:  ero-abc@dab-vjb.gov.uk 

 
 
  

Name of electoral area:  
(e.g. ward / division / 

constituency / region / 
voting area) 

Argyll and Bute 
South Kintyre Date of 

election 

 
Thursday  

2 November 2023 
 

This form must be submitted to the Electoral Registration Officer for the electoral area. Some 
elections/referendums cover more than one registration area so you may need to apply to each 
area. 
 

This form must be completed by the candidate, except in the case of party lists such as at GLA 
London Member, European Parliament, Scottish Parliamentary regional or Welsh Assembly 
regional elections where this form must be completed by the election agent.   
 

Declaration of candidacy and confirmation of legal use of electoral register information 
 
Name of Candidate / 
party list election agent  
 

 

 
I declare that I am a candidate / party list election agent at the above named election. I will use my 
copy of the electoral register for electoral purposes and checking the validity of donations only. 
I will only allow others who are assisting me in my campaign to use my copy of the electoral register 

Signed (Candidate /  
party list election agent) 

 

 

Delivery details 
My application is for the electoral register in (tick one box only): 

Paper format  

Data format  

Delivery address: 
 

 

Contact details (in case of query) 

Telephone  

Mobile  

Email 
 

 
This electoral register can only be supplied, at the earliest, on the last date allowed for the notice 
of election to be published. 

Request for electoral register 







Printed and published by the Returning Officer, Kilmory Headquarters, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RT 

SITUATION OF POLLING PLACES 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BY-ELECTION 2 NOVEMBER 2023 

No. of 
polling 
station 

Situation of polling station Description of 
persons 
entitled to vote 
and electors 

 South Kintyre Ward  

1 Victoria Hall, Kinloch Road, Campbeltown PA28 6EG  AA01 - 1314 

2 Stewarton and District Village Hall, Campbeltown PA28 6PG AA02 - 294 

3 Dunaverty Hall, Southend, Campbeltown PA28 6RW AA03 - 372 

4 + 5 Victoria Hall, Kinloch Road, Campbeltown PA28 6EG  AA04 - 1627 

6 Peninver Village Hall, Peninver, PA28 6QP AA05 - 176 

7 Victoria Hall, Kinloch Road, Campbeltown PA28 6EG AA06 - 625 

8 Vic
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 In the polling station, candidates, election agents polling agents and observers  
must not: 

• Interfere with the voting process 
• Campaign, canvass voters, or distribute literature 
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rosette or any insignia which conveys the name of a party or candidate. While a 
rosette may be worn within a Polling Place (but outside the Polling Station) by 
those who may be allowed into the entrance in periods of inclement weather, 
again they should not incorporate or represent any words or emblem or letters 
which communicate the names of any candidate or party. Similarly, other items 
displaying election material in support of a candidate or party such as T shirts 
or umbrellas should not be worn or displayed in the Polling Place. 
 

6. Cars displaying election material in support of a candidate or party are not 





PRIVACY NOTICE 
ELECTIONS AND ELECTORAL SERVICES 
Candidates and Agents 
 
Your Personal Data 
 
Argyll and Bute Council will act as the ‘Data Controller’ for the personal data you provide to us. The 
Data Protection Officer, who is responsible for ensuring personal data is managed in accordance 
with data protection legislation, can be contacted as follows: 
 
Address: Iain Jackson, Governance and Risk Manager, Argyll and Bute Council, Legal and 
Regulatory Support, Kilmory, Lochgilphead PA31 8RT.   
Email:  Iain.Jackson@argyll-bute.gov.uk or data.protection@argyll-bute.gov.uk    
Telephone: 01546 604188 or 01546 605522   
 
Legal Obligation: Under the Representation of the People Act 1983 each Local Authority must by 
law appoint a “Returning Officer”. This is a personal appointment with its own statutory functions, 
separate to Argyll and Bute Council. 
 
The Returning Officer has a statutory duty to process certain personal data for the purpose of 
administrating election and referenda; and as such, is subject to the requirements of data 
protection regulations as a “data controller”. Pippa Milne is the Returning Officer for Argyll and Bute 
Council and is the registered Data Controller with the Information Commissioners Officer (ICO). 
 
For many of the Returning Officer functions, the Council’s Election Office will not be processing 
personal data on behalf of the Council; it will instead be processing personal data on behalf of one 
or more of the following statutory office holders: 
 

• the Registration Officer appointed by the Council under Section 8 of the Representation of 
the People Act 1983; 

• the Returning Officer appointed for the purposes of local authority elections by the Council 
under section 41 of the Representation of the People Act 1983; 

• the Counting Officer responsible for the administration, within the Council’s local authority 
area, of any local, regional or national referendum; 

• any other statutory office holder whose duties relate to administering elections or referenda 
and whose office is held by virtue of holding one or more of the offices described above or 
is otherwise required by law to be held by an officer of the Council. 

What information do we need? 
 
Your personal data is used under the following legal basis: Processing is necessary for the 
performance of a task carried out in the public interest or in the exercise of official authority vested 
in the controller (ie the Returning Officer). 
 
The personal data required includes: 

• name and address 
• contact details – phone number(s), email address 
• written signature 
• description of political party or if standing as an “independent” 
• for local government candidates, place of work may be required for qualifications 
• Electoral registration number 
• BACS details for the reimbursement of statutory candidate deposits for some polls 
• data required for Election expenses return (candidate spending); details of election 

expenses, office address, election agent details 
 

mailto:Iain.Jackson@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:data.protection@argyll-bute.gov.uk


Third Party Data 
Some of the information processed by the Returning Officer may have been provided by a third 
party as part of the election process. This would be from the registered political party or their 
nominating officer with which you are affiliated, or the appointed election agent appointed by you. 
 
Why we need this information? 
 
As a candidate or election agent for an election we require your data for the following purposes: 
 

• Processing and determining candidate nomination papers, agent appointment form, 
publishing statutory notices containing your details, and producing ballot papers and other 
poll material. 

• Administering, managing and recording the poll processes in which you are entitled to be 
involved. 

• Maintaining historical records of candidates, nominees and elected members participating 
in all elections, by-elections and referendum results in the Argyll and Bute area for public 
consumption, such as the election results or nomination and membership records. 

• Producing and maintaining records of candidates, election agents, sub agents, polling 
agents, counting agents and postal voting agents as required by statute. 

• Administering the election expenses return (candidate spending), holding of statutory 
returns relating to campaign/candidate spending during poll campaigns and publication of 
statutory notices regarding the same. 

What we will do with your information? 
 
Your information will be shared with the following recipients or categories of recipient: 
 

• The Council’s Returning Officer and, in the case of Local Government Elections, the 
relevant council departments and for community council elections, the Community Council 
liaison officer. 

• Printing companies contracted to produce printed material related to the poll. 
• Staff required to administer and manage the poll (eg door supervisors, polling place 

inspectors) 
• Single Point of Contact (SPOC) officer at Police Scotland (if required) 
• Scottish Government, Scottish Parliament, Scottish Office, Cabinet Office or UK 

Government as may be required for a particular poll for statutory returns. 
• The Councils payment section for the reimbursement of statutory candidate deposits. 
• Where information is required for material intended for public consumption ie candidate 

spending is made available to the public under supervision. 

The Argyll and Bute Returning Officer is required by law to protect the public funds it administers. It 
may share information provided to them with other public bodies responsible for auditing, 
administering public funds, or where undertaking a public function, in order to prevent and detect 
fraud. 
 
How long will we keep your information? 
 
We will keep your information for the length of time specified in the Election Legislation if it is no 
longer required for the lawful purposes for which it was obtained, after which it will be destroyed 
under secure arrangements.   More information on our retention policy can be obtained from the 
Data Protection Officer (contact details can be found above).  
 

Automated Decision Making 
 
No automated decision making will take place 
 
 



http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/data-protection
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