


 
It is proposed that education provision at Achaleven Primary School be discontinued 
with effect from 31st May 2024. The catchment area of Lochnell Primary School shall 
be extended to include the current catchment area of Achaleven Primary School. 
 
Reasons for this proposal 
 
This is considered to be the best option to address the reasons for the proposals 
which are; 
 

• Achaleven Primary School has been mothballed for two years. The school 
roll is currently zero, and is not predicted to rise significantly in the near 
future. 

 
• Along with several other rural Councils, Argyll and Bute is facing 

increasing challenges in recruiting staff. At the time of writing there are 
16.29 fte teacher and head teacher vacancies in Argyll and Bute. 

 
• Whilst the school is mothballed, the building is deteriorating with limited 

budgets for maintenance.  
 
The Council’s education strategy - Our Children Their Future 
 
Together we will realise ambition, excellence and equality for all. 
 

• Raise educational attainment and achievement for all, 
• Use performance information to secure improvement for children and young 

people, 
• Ensure children have the best start in life and are ready to succeed, 
• Equip young people to secure and sustain positive destinations and achieve 

success in life, 
• Ensure high quality partnership working and community engagement, 
• Strengthen leadership at all levels. 

 
Alternatives to the Proposal 
 
The following alternatives to the proposal were considered at the preliminary pre-
consultation stage of this process;  
 

a) Re-open Achaleven Primary School, 
b) Continued Mothballing of Achaleven Primary with the pupils zoned to either 

Lochnell or Dunbeg Primary Schools, 
c) Close Achaleven Primary School and realign its catchment area to Dunbeg 

Primary School, 
d) Close Achaleven Primary School and realign its catchment area to Lochnell 

Primary School, (the Proposal). 
 
Written representations may be made on those alternatives as well as on the 
proposal. 
 





• Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT  
• Education Offices, Argyll House, Dunoon, Argyll, PA23 8AJ 
• Lochnell Primary School, Benderloch, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1QS 
• 


	Achaleven Primary School

