


Number of joint candidates Reduction of spending limit 
Two 25% - a quarter 
Three or more 33% - a third 
 
Donations controls 
 
Section B of our updated guidance on spending and donations includes guidance on new 
donations controls.   
 
Candidates may only accept donations towards campaign spending from permissible 
sources and have 30 days from receipt to check if they can accept the donation.  
Donations from impermissible sources cannot be accepted and must be returned to the 
source or paid to the Commission.  All accepted donations, and donations from 
impermissible sources, must be reported after the election to the Returning Officer with 
the spending return.   
 
A donation in this context is money, goods, property or services given: 
 

• towards your candidate spending 
• without charge or on non-commercial terms 

 
and have a value of over £50.  Anything with a value of £50 or less does not count as a 
donation. 
 
Candidates and election agents should familiarise themselves with the new rules on 
donations.  We have also refined our guidance on notional spending for candidates. 
 
Imprint rules 
 
The rules on imprints which apply to printed election material now apply to online 
materials published on websites and on social media sites such as Twitter, YouTube and 
Facebook.   
 
An imprint helps to identify the promoter of the election material and the person on whose 
behalf the material is being promoted.  It is an offence to publish election material without 
an imprint. 
 
The imprint rules for candidates are regulated by Police Scotland.  You can find guidance 
on the requirements on our website. 
 
Awareness raising campaigns 

The Commission will be running campaigns to encourage voters to register and to ensure 




